
SEASON: EASTER
CHURCH COLORS: WHITE AND GOLD

THIS SEASON CONTINUES UNTIL PENTECOST, SUNDAY, MAY 31

MAY MUST DO’S
Sunday, May 3 ........ Money left at the communion rail will be given to Blue Lake
Wednesday, May 6 ...................................... KCLC 20th Anniversary and Reunion
Thursday, May 7 .............. Book Discussion—Jane Austen’s Pride and Predjudice
 UMW Executive Board Meeting at 6:30  p.m.
Sunday, May 10 ................................................................................ Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 17 ............................................... Senior Recognition and Luncheon
 Children’s Handbell Choir at 11:00 a.m. service
Wednesday, May 20 ................Children’s Choir and Handbells go to McDonald’s
Sunday, May 24 ........................ Youth and Adult Handbell Choir at both services
Wednesday, May 27 ............................................ No Wednesday Night Activities
Thursday, May 28 ..................................................................................Keenagers
Friday, May 29 .....................................................Breakfast at Dodge for teachers
Saturday, May 30 ....The Three Musketeers at the Alabama Shakespeare Festival
Sunday, May 31 ................................... Pentecost Sunday—Breakfast in Lacefield
                               Church Council Meeting at 5:00 p.m.

Kingswood Witness     May 2009

UMW NEWS AND HAPPENINGS
The UMW Executive Board will meet Thursday, May 7th at 6:30 in the Sojourner 
room.

The Lydia Circle will be working on new Chrismons during this month’s meeting. 
The plan is to cut out several different Chrismon ornaments, and have them 
ready for “Christmas in July.” In July everyone is invited to join the Lydia Circle 
and UMW to help decorate. Watch your newsletter for date and time.
 
The Dorcas Circle will be cooking a meal once a month for the Ronald McDonald 
House. The Ronald McDonald House provides room and board for families of 
children being treated at USA’s Women’s and Children’s Hospital. This type of 
arrangement allows parents one less thing to worry about.

WE ARE ON A MISSION FOR MISSIONS . . .
Vacation Bible School is almost here. We have places to go 
and things to do! We are going to learn what missionaries 
do. We are going to help the youth prepare for their mission 
trip to Maine. We are going to practice some mission work 
right here in our own city. We are going to create some 
beautiful art work that represents the Apostle Paul’s mission. 

Big plans are being made. It’s going to be a busy time on Wednesdays. So, get 
ready to begin on June 17th. And He said to them, “Go into all the world and 
proclaim the good news to the whole creation.” Mark 16:15

The Kingswood Creative Learning Center is celebrating 20 years of success on 
Wednesday, May 6, from 3:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. Everyone is invited to join 
us for this very special “come and go” celebration. There will be picutres to 
see that show all the fun that has occurred over the last 20 years. As a part of 
this event we are doing two things. First, we will be saying happy retirement to 
“Miss” Sabine and “Miss” Roxann. Both of these ladies have been a part of the 
Learning Center almost from the beginning. Second, we are creating a special 
fund to help replace some of the furniture and playground equipment that has 
endured 20 years of KCLC and Kingswood fun. KCLC is a vital part of our church 
and our outreach to the community. It also was a great starting point for so many 
of the children in our congregation. Please join us on this special afternoon.

We are so excited to have Tammy Catrett join us as our church secretary. Tammy 
is a native Mobilian and graduate of Vigor High School. She has a twin sister, 
Tracy, who lives right next door to our very own Greg and Lisa Mann. It’s a small 
world. She also has two other sisters and a brother, all in Mobile. She is an avid 
reader, and we are encouraging her to be a part of our book discussion group. 
Tammy works Monday through Thursday, from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. If you 
have not had the opportunity to meet her, please come by the church office and 
say hello.

S.T.O.M.P. (Serious Time of Massive Praise) will meet on 3 Sunday 
afternoons—April 26, May 3 and May 10—from  4:45-5:45 in the Sanctuary 
(MYF snack supper will follow immediately afterwards in the youth room). This 
is an exciting opportunity to worship with some other youth from all around 
Mobile who are coming here to teach us some new songs! S.T.O.M.P. involves 
music, movement and worship. Hope to see EVERYONE there!

The 4th Annual Most Fun You’ve Ever Had Scavenger Hunt has been re-
scheduled for Saturday, May 2 at 4:00 p.m. Bring a digital camera if you have 
one. 

Attention high school seniors! If you have not submitted an application for the 
Louis Wilson scholarship, please turn it in to the church office by Tuesday, May 
5. Also, please submit your childhood photos on a disc by May 5 to be used in 
the slideshow on May 17.

Mark your calendar for Sunday, May 17—Graduate Recognition Sunday. This 
will be a special day as we recognize our graduating seniors and celebrate with a 
luncheon in their honor. All youth are invited to stay after the 11:00 service for a 
luncheon with our seniors and their families.

Get ready for summer! Watch for info on a kayak trip (in lieu of our traditional 
canoe trip), start packing for Blue Lake (June 27-July 1), and get ready for our 
big trip to Maine in July! It’s going to be a fantastic summer!

May Memory Verse:  “Establish my footsteps in Your word, and do not let any 
iniquity have dominion over me.” Psalm 119:133

YOUTH NEWS
MUSIC NOTES

� Happy Mother’s Day �

Children Under 10 Years of Age • Papa John’s pizza and dessert
dessert, tea and coffee offered at all meals

MAY  WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER
May 6

roast beef, new potatoes,
broccoli, rolls

May 13
grilled pork chops, mashed potatoes 

w/gravy, green beans, rolls

May 20
spaghetti with meat sauce

salad, garlic bread

May 27
no dinner

MULHERIN NEED FOR MAY—clothes detergent and/or fabric softener
Thanks so much!
Debbie

KINGSWOOD HAS BEEN OPERATING A FOOD PANTRY to assist those in 
need for several years. Beginning this month, new hours have been established. 
The food pantry will be open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. 
until 12:00 noon. All requests will be handled during these hours. We are also 
pleased to announce that we have two volunteers, Betty Redmond and Danna 
Carpenter, who are going to be helping with the food pantry. The new hours and 
the volunteers are going to be such a benefit to our office staff.
 

Our current needs for the food pantry are:
powdered milk
canned vegetables (except for green beans)
canned fruit
tomato sauce and noodles
rice

I pray that each of you had a blessed Easter, and were at our worship service to 
see the new projector in use.  I want to thank everyone for your support to see 
this project accomplished, and we thank God for it and the new upgrades that 
we now have with our audio visual equipment.  Your financial support is a wit-
ness that we are not people of fear in the face of these financially difficult times.

I need to ask a favor on behalf of Kingswood’s financial stewards. In order to 
make sure that giving statements are accurate, please consider writing separate 
checks when giving to different funds.  If you would like to continue writing only 
one check clearly write in the “memo” section the designated fund and the 
amount of money for that fund. Please know that we don’t automatically deduct 
pledged amounts for other areas.  So it is very important, and eliminates errors, 
if you will either write separate checks or specify on your check in the memo 
area.  We want to keep accurate records and maintain your confidential informa-
tion.

Please know how hard our financial stewards work for all of us.   There are many 
people behind the scenes taking excellent care with processing and record 
keeping, and they do it without seeking credit, but only desire to serve the Lord 
in His church.  May God continue to guide and direct us and use us all to serve 
Him by serving each other and the whole world.

                                                                                In Christ’s service,
                                                                                Pete Prescott, Finance Chair

The Handbell Program is winding down for the summer. Just 
one month to go. Our schedule for May is as follows:

May 3, 17 Youth/Adult Practice
May 6, 13 Children’s  Practice
May 17  Children ring for 11:00 Service
May 24  Youth/Adults ring for 8:30 and 11:00 Service
May 20  Children’s End of Year trip to McDonalds

Anyone planning to go to Jesus Jam Camp, please contact Janean. The dates 
are June 8-13. You can register online.

Have a great summer!
Janean
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Kingswood United Methodist Church

A note from Pastor Joe Reams

KUMC Weekly Schedule
251-661-0420

Sunday
 Worship Services .......................................................................................................... 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................................................................................................................... 9:45 a.m.
 Adult and Youth Handbells ........................................................................................................... 4:00 p.m.
 MYF Snack Supper/Youth Choir .................................................................................................. 5:00 p.m.
 Evening Service ............................................................................................................................ 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday
 Men’s Prayer Breakfast ................................................................................................................. 8:00 a.m.
 United Methodist Women Circles
  Dorcas • Second Tuesday ................................................................................................... 10:00 a.m.
  Lydia • Second Tuesday ....................................................................................................... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
 Women’s Prayer Group ............................................................................................................... 10:00 a.m.
 Lacefield Hall opens to begin serving supper ............................................................................... 5:00 p.m.
 Order of St. George (Youth Room) ............................................................................................... 5:00 p.m.
 Youth Supper ................................................................................................................................. 5:30 p.m.
 Children’s Choir (ages 4 through 5th grade) ................................................................................. 5:30 p.m.
 Children’s Supper .......................................................................................................................... 6:00 p.m.
 AUXANO for Youth (Youth Room) ............................................................................................. 6:00 p.m.
 Adult Bible Study .......................................................................................................................... 6:15 p.m.
 Children’s Handbell Choir (ages 2nd grade through 5th grade) ................................ 6:20 p.m. - 6:50 p.m.
 Adult Choir Rehearsal ................................................................................................................... 7:00 p.m.
Saturday
 Promise Keepers ........................................................................................................................... 6:30 a.m.
 
 United Methodist Men .................................................................................. Called meetings as necessary

Life is good! Not perfect. Not even great. But life is good. That is the lesson that the drama of Easter 
attempts to demonstrate. We offer God our imperfect lives, and in the Hands of this Artist we discover that 
we are mysteriously mended and gloriously restored. Calvary’s cross was the ultimate absurdity. When we 
accept our acceptance offered in Christ, our Lord and new friend can then teach us what it means to walk 
through life’s lesser absurdities undestroyed, because the risen Jesus has hold of our hands. Jesus and you 
constitute a winning team! 

Here are some of those lesser absurdities that threaten to undo us. Most of us have frankly been there:   

• When you give your heart to someone who doesn’t accept it.
• When you learn a sport, practice hard and still don’t make the team.
• When you study and pursue a profession, only to find that you hate your work.
• When you create something beautiful, and discover no one’s interested.
• When you try to resist temptation, but then give in to it again and again.
• When you jump to a new job, and then lose it in a downsizing.
• When you put money into a home, only to see your equity disappear.
• When you retire from a long career, and wake up with nothing to do.
• When you lose your spouse to cancer, and find yourself alone in the world.

God is bigger than any “curve ball” life can throw you. He has something special for you to do with the 
lessons you’ve learned. Come to Kingswood and renew your relationship with God and with your future.

Pastor Joe

During the Children’s Bread time on April 19, we talked about the Paschal candle. Here’s a little 
more information about the meaning and tradition of Paschal candles. The flame of the candle 
symbolizes Christ’s illuminating light, and his presence in the midst of his people. The term 
“Paschal” comes from the word Pesach, which in Hebrew means Passover. In many ways it signifies 
the Divine pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night that led the Israelites in their exodus 
from slavery in Egypt.
 
The Paschal candle is the largest candle in the worship space, and in medieval church Paschal 
candles often reached stupendous size. The Paschal candle of Salisbury Cathedral was said to have 
been 36 feet tall.
 

Paschal candles are white, and will be decorated with some common symbols. The cross is always the 
central symbol. The Greek letters, alpha and omega, are sometimes used. Sometimes frankincense is 
embedded into the candle to represent the five wounds of Jesus.
 
The candle is lit on Easter Sunday and will continue to be lit every Sunday until Pentecost. After Pentecost, 
the candle is lit for special services such as baptisms or funerals.
 

Kingswood’s Paschal candle has the letters I N R I on it. These letters represent the words Jesus (I) of 
Nazareth (N) King (R) of the Jews (I). These are the words Pontius Pilate had put on Jesus’ cross.

*information from wikipedia

The Paschal Candle


